Homestay Family Experience
We started with the homestay program in about 2008 and in that time in the last six, six and a half years we’ve had approximately 15 students. So now we have Jennifer who’s 18 and Wenlu who’s 16. And they’re both from China. The two of them get along really well together. And they get along really well with our two daughters as well.
It’s a big family here, you know. And the homestay mother, Alison, always take care of us.
Their confidence has really increased since they’ve been here. They’re happy to speak English and they know that if the word’s wrong that we just help them and point them in the direction that the word should be. 
In that time I’m improving my English because Alison will correct a whole sentence for me and teach some new words to me.
I’m good at maths. Sometimes I will help Georgia to deal with a maths challenge. We help each other all the time. 
Just in general chit chat things come out and it’s just a natural progression that the cultures are exchanged. So it’s an exchange of culture without even realising. 
We do have a good laugh. Board games are very funny and exciting and quite competitive. 
Chelsea will sometimes go to my room to ask me what are you doing. I’m watching the tv program and she just joins me. Sometimes we go outside and play basketball with Georgia and Chelsea. We can talk with each other. We can share our secrets. And yeah, I learn a lot from them. So that’s a good way to make Australian friends and play together and learn about Australian culture. 
They certainly have a say in the way our family is run and their opinion is really respected. 
We tend to go out for special occasions and it might be to a Chinese restaurant or a Western restaurant. It doesn’t really matter. It gives our daughters the opportunity to learn not so much about a culture but more about people their own age from another country.
The schools make checks on us as well. They will come in and make sure that the facilities we provide Wenlu and Jennifer are up to scratch. So they keep in contact with us. And by doing that, that keeps all the checks and balances in place. 
You need to be a bit of a social worker, bit of a psychologist, a mother, a father, a taxi driver and a comedian. 
I can make friends so in here I am more happier, a happy life in here.
I just treat the kids like exactly how I hope my daughter would be treated over in another country. Yeah, it’s just two extra people that you do the same for that you would your own daughters. 

